88                 TURKEY IN TRAVAIL
Very soon the Turks began to realize that the Allies
would not, or could not, take steps against them, and
at the end of June they came out more boldly into the
open. Irregular troops with a backing of regulars con-
tinually harried the Greeks, and sometimes there were
fierce engagements. By July a clear-cut organization,
grouped round Mustapha Kemal at Erzerum, had come
into existence and the hitherto scattered and separate
centres of revolt were co-ordinated within it. It was
directed by capable brains. It was assisted by great
enthusiasm and great hatred. The army grew, and it
met with no opposition. The organization and the
military forces now began to move westwards, leaving
only sufficient troops to guard against aggression from
Armenia. They came to the railway at Angora in
December 1919, and, making the new head-quarters there,
they moved down the railway and took over the junction
of Eski-Shehir and the line to Konia. The British
had orders to avoid any complications and they retired
as the Turks advanced, so that by April 1930 the whole
of Anatolia, except the area round Smyrna held by the
Greeks, was in the hands of the " Nationalists," as the
Turks under Mustapha Kemal were now called. Be-
hind a screen of irregulars they organized, collected
money and formed an administration. I
As Mustapha Kemal became a power the government
in Constantinople lost in importance. All Turks were
united in protest at the landing of the Greeks. But
whereas the Sultan and Damad Ferid, the Grand Vizier,
believed that the salvation of Turkey lay in obedience
to the terms of the Armistice and so winning the con-